
contents
September 2011

104

133

features

108 The Free State National Botanical Garden by Christopher  
 K. Willis, Eliot Lithudzha, Tshilidzi Netshisaulu and Stemmer   
 Ngalo

112 Sticky snack for sengis: Adding the Cape Rock Elephant- 
 shrew to the list of non-flying mammal pollinators by Petra  
 Wester

114 Secrets of survival: How the tiny annual Sebaea manages to  
 persist in a changing environment by Jonathan Kissling and  
 Michael D. Pirie

116 Spinning gold: The Golden Orb-web Spiders of South
 Africa by Norman Larsen

118 The Tugela Bushwillow: A new species of Combretum   
 from KwaZulu-Natal  by Marilyn Bodasing 

124 The Peninsula Skolly: A tale of Skollys, pugnacious foster  
 parents and addiction by André Claassens

128 Conservation beyond boundaries: Biodiversity Stewardship 
 in  the City of Cape Town by André Rossouw, Ulrike Irlich and  
 Cliff Dorse

132 Table Mountain’s wildflower man: An interview with Bruce  
 Mackenzie by Hugh Clarke

regulars

98 First Words and BotSoc News

 Your best shot: Desiccation lilies by Clinton Carbutt

100 Annual Report 2010-2011

104 Partnerships and projects

 News from BotSoc’s partnership organizations

104 Enjoying our local biodiversity by Donna Kotze, Bettina   
 Koelle, Shannon Parring and Zikhona Mdalase

105 Solidarity is Strength by Isobel Johnson  

106 The Okiep Kraalbos Soap Project by Julie Anna-Lize Terry and  
 Amanda Bourne

119 Learning about Biodiversity  

 News, information and activities for teachers and learners

123 Life on the farm with Sally Adam

130 Gardening with indigenous traditionally useful plants   
 The Calabash Gourd by Phakamani Xaba and Peter Croeser

135 Branch Out

 News and events from the BotSoc branches

140 Letters

142 Reviews

143 Classified ads

COVER

The Cape Rock Elephant-shrew is observed 

pollinating a Pagoda Lily inflorescence. It joins 

the ranks of  a select list of non-flying mammal 

pollinators that mostly include rodents. But this 

little mammal is not a rodent, neither is it closely 

related to shrews as its name implies. It belongs 

to a group that includes aardvarks, tenrecs, golden 

moles, dassies, sirenians and elephants. See page 

112. Photo: Petra Wester.
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The Botanical Society of South Africa is a Non-Governmental Organization whose mission is to win 

the hearts, minds and material support of individuals and organizations, wherever they may be, for the 

conservation, cultivation, study and wise use of the indigenous flora and vegetation of southern Africa.
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