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Cape Flats Nature, a SANBI project in 
partnership with the City of Cape Town, the 
Table Mountain Fund of WWF and the 
Botanical Society of South Africa, approached 
the Greater Cederberg Biodiversity Corridor 
(GCBC), a partnership project under the 
auspices of C.A.P.E. implemented by Cape 
Nature,  to carry out a learning exchange for 
the organisations’ community and conservation 
partners.  The exchange was funded by the 
Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund through 
the CAPE learning network programme, GCBC  

/Cape Nature and Cape Flats Nature.
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Rural communities achieve a lot with limited access 
and resources – from nothing they make something.
Urban challenges are difficult and complex with no 
easy or  obvious solutions.
Reserve managers deal with communities right next 
to their reserves and are remarkably passionate and 
dedicated.
GCBC participants have decided to organize 
themselves within the corridor.
All were exposed to different tools, projects and 
experiences 
Everyone enjoyed the exchange, meeting new 
people who are doing conservation, and  having the 
opportunity to travel and see different places.
Participants saw that biodiversity has economic 
advantages and can be a basis for prosperity.
Some participants were inspired by the successful 
projects they visited and exploring starting similar 
initiatives.  Examples of such projects are waste 
management, a knitting and sewing club, a soup 
kitchen, walking trails, life skills project, a beautician 
and day-care course

The interest and spirit of the community and 
conservation champions involved in the 
exchanges was inspiring.  The Cape Flats 
Nature and the Greater Cederberg Biodiversity 
Corridor community partners benefitted from 
the exposure to other projects and the 
relationships they developed within their own 
group as well as the exchange group.  
Community and conservation champions were 
highly inspired, committed to learning, 
exchanged knowledge and took it back to their 
respective communities.
The exchange highlighted the passion the 
community partners have for conservation.

We were privileged to learn, share and laugh 
together and to be part of the growing network 
of community conservators.

Both geographical landscapes provide 
challenges and opportunities and face  
political, social and developmental pressures. 
The exchanges provided a platform for the 
community partners to share experiences of 
community conservation, explore the different 
contexts and to apply their findings in their own 
communities 

Nine Cape Flats Nature community and 
conservation partners were hosted by the 
GCBC in February where they visited various 
community conservation projects. The return 
exchange for the nine Cederberg partners was 
in May.  Highlights of the visit were the District 
Six Museum and Mamre whom the partners 
identified with immensely. 


