
things fall through
things fall through

the cracksthe cracks

Nature is ComplexNature is Complex
(Environmental Resource (Environmental Resource 
Management Department)Management Department)

The CCT departments and the way they The CCT departments and the way they 
operate means that nature and society operate means that nature and society 
are dealt with as discrete entities.are dealt with as discrete entities.

This happens in all systems. Nature reserves are seen to be exclusive This happens in all systems. Nature reserves are seen to be exclusive 
areas 'for nature' when they also need to be social spaces. This is areas 'for nature' when they also need to be social spaces. This is 
especially true in poor urban areas of which Cape Town is a prime especially true in poor urban areas of which Cape Town is a prime 
example due to the history of extreme spatial segregation that persists example due to the history of extreme spatial segregation that persists 
today still.today still.
What does all this mean? Maybe the difference between parks/green What does all this mean? Maybe the difference between parks/green 
spaces and NRs is not that great. But NRs provide an indispensable set spaces and NRs is not that great. But NRs provide an indispensable set 
of services and tools that can be used to promote an ethical (or moral?) of services and tools that can be used to promote an ethical (or moral?) 
approach towards the biophysical.approach towards the biophysical.

Society is ComplexSociety is Complex
(Economic, Social Development (Economic, Social Development 
and Tourism Directorate)and Tourism Directorate)

Sometimes some Sometimes some 

Commensurating the Social and Natural?Commensurating the Social and Natural?
Some thoughts from Edith Stephens Wetland ParkSome thoughts from Edith Stephens Wetland Park

ESWPESWP

Hanover ParkHanover Park
ManenbergManenberg

GugulethuGugulethu

Edith Stephens Wetland Park (ESWP) and Edith Stephens Wetland Park (ESWP) and 
surrounding suburbssurrounding suburbs

Philippi farming areaPhilippi farming area

School kids learning about birds (Cape White Eye)School kids learning about birds (Cape White Eye)

Common problem for urban nature reserves Common problem for urban nature reserves 
especially those close to poorly serviced areas. This especially those close to poorly serviced areas. This 
taken down the road at Macassar Dunes NRtaken down the road at Macassar Dunes NR

Star-gazing evening at ESWP. Here, a short intro Star-gazing evening at ESWP. Here, a short intro 
by an astronomer before viewing the stars outsideby an astronomer before viewing the stars outside

Some suggested Some suggested 
reading:reading:
Latour, B. 2004. Why Political Ecology Has to Let Go of Nature Latour, B. 2004. Why Political Ecology Has to Let Go of Nature InIn  
Politics of Nature. Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press.Politics of Nature. Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press.

Ramphele, M. 1993. 'A Bed Called Home'. Cape Town David Ramphele, M. 1993. 'A Bed Called Home'. Cape Town David 
Phillip.Phillip.

Turok, I. 2000. 'Persistent Polarisation Post-Apartheid? Progress Turok, I. 2000. 'Persistent Polarisation Post-Apartheid? Progress 
Towards Urban Integration in Cape Town.'Towards Urban Integration in Cape Town.'
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